A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Great Councils, and so did Christendom as a whole. The
Councils of the late Middle Ages had done little save quarrelling;
their memory was unfavourable to the calling of a new one.
On the political side of things the new strong, centralized
monarchies, of which Louis XI had set the example in France
and Edward IV in England, had now become a matter of course.
The separate monarchies in Spain were coalescing also, and
were about to become one single great kingdom. The King of
Aragon had married the heiress of Castile and Leon sixteen years
before the battle of Bosworth, and ten years later the two
sovereigns ruled what was rapidly becoming one realm. It is to
be noted, however, that this principle of a strong central
monarchy, now predominant in the West, did not arise among
the Germans. The Germans had over them the Emperor, but
outside his private domain he had no direct power. The
Germans were broken up into a mass of 'free cities' and great
Church dioceses, over which the bishop was monarch, and into
principalities, large and small. In Italy there was the same
division of territory; the Papal States in the middle, the Sicilian
kingdom to the south, city states and principalities to the north.
Belated Effect of these New Things on England. The
decisive change in the mind and materials of society which
marked the Middle Ages in these forms came later in England
than on the Continent. It is true that under Edward IV, in the
twelve years after the battle of Tewkesbury, the typical cen-
tralized monarchy of the time had begun to appear; but we have
seen how there was renewed war. The full establishment of a
firmly settled and unconquered central kingdom in England—
the fading out of the old independent local feudal powers—was
not apparent until the Tudor usurpation in 1485. It is from
1485 that there begins in England that type of strong royal
government which had been forged in France by Louis XI in
the years before his death in 1483. Printing also came late into
England, being introduced by one William Caxton, who seems to
have established his first printing press less than ten years before
the battle of Bosworth. He had learned the art in the Low
Countries, and it was at Bruges that he had set up the first book
printed in the English language, a couple of years before. The
first printed book completed by Caxton was issued in 1477.
As with printing so with the development of arms and the
change in architecture and painting—all these came from across
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